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For Bilingual Liaisons:

Espanol:
Por favor llame a este nimero de teléfono si necesita
servicios de intérpretes: 402-436-1938

Russian:
Ecnun Bam TpebytoTca ycnyr nepeBogyumKka noxanynicra
no3BoHuTe Mo TenedoHy: 402-436-1942

Vietnamese:
Xin vui long goi vé s6 nay néu qui vi can co dich vu
thong dich: 402-436-1939
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noTpibHi nocnyrn nepeknagy: 402-436-1786
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Calendar Options for Families: The Lincoln Public Schools District understands and appreciates
that our community has a wide variety of rich and varied religious celebrations and observances. In
the event families recognize these holidays, parents should notify schools. Students will be given
excused absences and allowed reasonable opportunities to make up any schoolwork missed.

Note: Changes to the calendar may occur as a result of inclement weather or other circumstances.
If sufficient school time is lost as a result of calendar changes, and it brings the total number

of school hours for the year below the state minimum requirements, the Superintendent will
implement a plan for making up this time, which may require additional minutes added to the day,
additional days added to the calendar, days previously identified as non-student days re-scheduled
as student day, or other appropriate calendar or schedule measures.
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Calendar Options for Families: The Lincoln Public Schools District understands and appreciates
that our community has a wide variety of rich and varied religious celebrations and observances. In
the event families recognize these holidays, parents should notify schools. Students will be given
excused absences and allowed reasonable opportunities to make up any schoolwork missed.

Note: Changes to the calendar may occur as a result of inclement weather or other circumstances.
If sufficient school time is lost as a result of calendar changes, and it brings the total number

of school hours for the year below the state minimum requirements, the Superintendent will
implement a plan for making up this time, which may require additional minutes added to the day,
additional days added to the calendar, days previously identified as non-student days re-scheduled
as student day, or other appropriate calendar or schedule measures.




Intent of Family Handbook

This handbook is intended to be used by students,
parents and staff as a guide to the rules, regulations,
and general information about Lincoln Public Schools.
Each student is responsible for becoming familiar with
the handbook and knowing the information contained
in it. Parents are encouraged to use this handbook as a
resource and to assist their child in following the rules
contained in this handbook.




Welcome to Cavett!

Welcome to Cavett Elementary School! | am honored to serve as
principal and to be part of such a caring and supportive school
community. Every day, | have the privilege of working alongside
incredible students, dedicated staff, and engaged families who
make Cavett a special place to learn and grow.

At Cavett, we believe every child deserves to feel safe, valued,
and successful. Our staff is committed to meeting students where
they are, supporting their individual needs, and helping them
reach their full potential. We celebrate the unique strengths,
talents, and backgrounds that each student brings to our school.
Since opening our doors in 1995, our motto has been “Cavett
Cares!” More than a slogan, it reflects who we are. Caring
relationships are at the heart of everything we do, and we work
each day to create a welcoming environment where students can
learn, take risks, build confidence, and thrive.

We know that student success is strongest when schools

and families work together. Your partnership, support, and
involvement make a tremendous difference, and we are grateful
for the many ways our families contribute to our school
community. We are also fortunate to have a wonderful PTO

that helps create enriching opportunities for our students and
supports our staff throughout the year.

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Cavett.
Whether you are a new family or have been part of our school
community for years, we are glad you are here. | look forward
to working together to ensure every student has a positive,
meaningful, and successful elementary school experience.

Warmest regards,
Mrs. Kathleen Dering, Principal
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Cavett Elementary Staff 2026-2027

OFFICE STAFF

Kathleen Dering, Principal
Tracy Clements, Asst. Principal
Kris Haussler, Exec. Secretary ..

Drew Dupont, Registrar

HEALTH OFFICE

Lisa Rogers, SCNOOL NUTSE . lrogers@!ps.org
Manar AL-Tewaig, Heath TeCh e mal5@lps.org
PRESCHOOL

Amy Beeder, ECSE Resource .. ..abeeder@!ps.org
Brenda Brock, Preschool PM ... ..hearlow@!ps.org
Stephanie Dang, ECSE SLP .. sdang@!ps.org

Kelsey Wood, Preschool AM kwood2@1ps.org
KINDERGARTEN

Cindy Braun cbraun@lps.org
Lisa Carlson lcarlso1@lps.org
Kara Savage ksavage@!ps.org
Amanda Williams awillia@Lps.org
1ST GRADE

Sara Anderson sanders8 @!ps.org
Keri Gasseling kgassel@!ps.org
Kelly Gibbons kgibbons@lps.org
Jennifer Jenkins jienkin2@!ps.org
IND GRADE

Kathy Andersen kanders@!ps.org
Melanie Mcwilliams mvanous@lps.org
Sarah Hall-Jaramillo shall3@lps.org
Jane Sundermeier jsunder@!lps.org
3RD GRADE

Rachel Baumert rlemero@!ps.org
Jill Markowski jmarkow@!ps.org
Steph Takahashi skoll@Lps.org
Megan Videtich mvidetic@lps.org
4TH GRADE

Zach Bennett zbennet@!Ips.org
Lacy Lewis llewis@lps.org
Jacy Osborn jdupont2@!lps.org
Sara Wiebe swiebe@lps.org
5TH GRADE

Charlotte Linderman cturner@lps.org
Stephany Martinez smadsen@!ps.org
Amanda Messersmith .... .amessers@Lps.org
(Chris Stock cstock2@1ps.org

SPECIALISTS

Hannah Ash, Art hash@lps.org
Heidi Clarke, Media helarke@!ps.org
Carrie Copley, Technology ccopley@!ps.org
Chris Johnson, Physical Ed cjohnson@lps.org
Annie Kleppinger, Music ... akleppin@lps.org
RESOURCE / GIFTED

Iman Alkanfas, Special Education/Resource ... Jialkanfa@!ps.org
Amy Carnie, Psychologist .acamie@lps.org

Kelly Dodd, Interventionist
Angie Franzen, Special Education/Resource ... .afranze@lps.org
Laura Haberacker, Speech .|habera@lps.org
Katie Ham, Gifted FaCilitator ... kham@!ps.org

kdodd@lps.org

Sheri Harris, Speech sharris@lps.org
Jamie Hohensee,Special Education/Resource ............jhohense@Lps.org
Holli Longe, OT/PT hlonge@lps.org

Gina Maser, SChoOL COUNSELOT .vvevevererereesrsrsresesnsnns gmaser@!ps.org
Alyssa McClellan, Special Education/Resource amcclell@lps.org
Lyndsee Shively, Social Worker ... .. shively@lps.org

Susan Van Brocklin, OT/PT ..... svanbro@lps.org
BAND / STRINGS

Julie DUENSING, BANG .o jduensin@lps.org
Steve Engel, Strings sengel3@lps.org
CUSTODIAL STAFF

Coleen Colley, Building SUPEIVISOT ..o ccolley@!ps.org
John Baxa, AsSiStant SUPEIVISOT ... |baxa@lps.org
Morgan Cude mcude@lps.org
Noah Harris nharris2@lps.org
Ben Mathers bmather@Ips.org
Anna Nesmith anesmith@Lps.org
NUTRITION SERVICES STAFF

Mary Lierz, Food Service Manager .. .mlierz3@lps.org
Whitney Cruickshank, Food Service waruicks@lps.org
Pat Heser, Food Service ... ..pheser@lps.org

Karla Oliver, Food Service ..koliver@lps.org

PARAEDUCATORS

Pam Bartling, Special EQUCALION . pbartli@lps.org
Stephanie Boesiger, Intervention Para ... sboesig@lps.org
Brad Brown, SEM bbrowne@!ps.org
Angela Cousins, Special EUCION .....vveeerrsrs acousins@lps.org

Megan Crow, Preschool AM.........
Kammy Gormley, Special Education
Jodi Hitchler, Preschool PM
Lynn Hunzeker, Special Education ..
Tina McCullough, Paraeducator ..
Annette Oehm, Special Educatiol
Tetiana Savchenko, Special Ed/Preschool PM..
Lindsey Stajner, Special Education .
Jennifer Unruh, Preschool AM .....

. Istajner@lps.org
.. junruh@lps.org
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Cavett Mission Statement

Teaching, learning, and caring to develop
productive, responsible citizens.

Cavett Vision Statement

Every person, every day, engaged in
collaborative learning, using technology
and adapting to the needs of a changing

global community.

Cavett Mascot: Cardinal
Cavett Motto: “Cavett Cares”
Cavett Colors: Red, Black & Silver




School Day
School Schedule

SCHEDULE

Kindergarten - 5th Grade 8:15am.-2:55 pm.
AM. Preschool 8:30 am.- 12:00 p.m.
P.M. Preschool 12:15 p.m.- 3:45 p.m.

Arrival Procedures

Please have your student arrive at school NO EARLIER than

8:05 a.m., there is no adult supervision until 8:05 a.m. Students
arriving for breakfast should not arrive before 7:45 a.m. Students
will line up in designated areas by their grade level doors as
they arrive in the morning. At 8:08 a.m., a supervisor will allow
students to enter the building. Students are considered tardy if
they are not in their classroom by the 8:15 a.m. bell. Students
arriving after 8:15 am need to enter through Door 1.

Students will enter and exit the building through their grade
level doors.

DOOR ASSIGNMENTS

Kindergarten South Door #4
1st Grade East Door #19
Ind Grade West Door #11 or Main Entry Door #1
3rd Grade Northeast Door #18
4th Grade North Door #15
5th Grade Northwest Door #12




Dismissal Procedures

School dismisses at 2:53 p.m. First through fifth grades will exit
through the doors closest to their grade level pods. Kindergarten
students will exit through Door #4. Students must go directly
home or to a school sanctioned after school activity.

Cavett School’s campus (including the playground) is closed until
6:00 p.m. except for use by our Family Service program and clubs.
Reservations for rooms/playground should be entered in the
district Archibus system.

It is important for families to help their children plan for where
to meet siblings, friends, or parents at the end of the day.
Students who are meeting siblings should find a place to meet
outside of the building. Any changes to your student’s after
school plan should be communicated with the office.
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Dropping Off and
Picking Up Your Student

Parents who drive their child to school should see the “Traffic
Flow Map.”

When using the front loop driveway, the curb is reserved for drop
off/pick up only. Please do not park along the curb on the north
side of the loop. If you need to park and come into the building,
please use our parking lot or park on the south side of the front
loop driveway. Students arriving after 8:15 am need to enter
through Door 1.

Parents of Kindergartners will use the drop off lane in the south
parking lot to drop off/pick up Kindergarten students. The curb is
reserved for drop off/pick up only. Please do not park along the
curb. There is NO left turn allowed when exiting the parking lot
during arrival and dismissal: 8:00 a.m. - 8:20 a.m.and 2:50 p.m. -
3:10 p.m.

ALl pedestrians should only cross the streets around school
campus at the designated crosswalk areas.

Children riding bikes should be careful as they ride to school
and always use the crosswalks. Students may not ride their bikes
through the crosswalks or on school grounds. Students must
walk their bike to the bike racks when on school grounds.




Breakfast

Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria at Cavett from 7:45-8:05
a.m. Students may enter the building for breakfast at 7:45 a.m.

Students coming for breakfast should enter Door #1 and walk to
the cafeteria through the main hallway.

Only students eating breakfast served by the cafeteria staff and
Family Service Child Care students may be in the multipurpose
room before school begins daily.

Lunch

Free and reduced lunch applications are available at Ips.org.

Lunches may be purchased at school or your student may
bring a cold lunch from home. To promote healthy habits and
follow federal guidelines, we do not share food with others in
our cafeteria. If you are visiting for lunch, please remember to
only bring food for your student. Sharing food with others is in
violation of the Federal Lunch Program guidelines.

My School Bucks is the name of our online meal payment
system. Money in a student’s account can be transferred from one
school to another if a student changes schools within Lincoln
Public Schools. Students who do not have sufficient funds to pay
for breakfast/lunch will bring home a note to remind parents of
the need to make a deposit. Families can also sign up for email
alerts through My School Bucks to be notified of low balances.

A school lunch menu is available on our school website.



http://lps.org

Lunch Times
Students at Cavett go to lunch and recess at these times:

SCHEDULE

Grade Lunch Recess
Kindergarten 10:50am.-1L:15am. 11:15am.-11:30 am.
1st Grade 115am.-18:35am. 11:35am.-11:50 am.
Ind Grade 11:35am.- 1855 am. 11:55am.-12:10 p.m.
3rd Grade 12:00 p.m. - 12:20 p.m. 12:20 p.m. - 12:35 p.m.
4th Grade 12:25 pm.-12:45 p.m. 12:45 p.m.- 1:00 p.m.
5th Grade 12:40 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m.- 1:15 p.m.

-




Before and After School Care

Before and after school care is available to families at Cavett
Elementary School through the Family Service program. Family
Service provides before and after school care for kindergarten
through fifth grade students. Hours are 7:00 a.m. - 8:08 a.m.
and 2:53 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Please call 402-441-7949 for more
information on cost and how to register.

Reporting Absences

If your child is unable to attend school, please report the
absence in ParentVUE or call the office at 402-436-1131.
Messages can be left anytime. If the school has not been notified,
a call will be made to your home or work. If you can not be
reached, emergency contacts will be called. Please do not email
or text your student’s teacher with this information.




Communicating Student Progress

Report Cards and Parent-Teacher Conferences
Lincoln Board of Education states (Policy 6570) that “student
progress will be reported formally to parents/guardians at least
four times each year.”

Academic achievement based on district curriculum standards
and work/study habits will be reported quarterly through student
report cards. Report cards will be available on ParentVue. Paper
copies will be available for those who do not have access to
ParentVue. The exact dates will be communicated through
newsletters and on the Cavett website under the calendar tab.

Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled twice a year, once in
the Fall and once in the Spring. Please consult the Cavett School
Calendar on the LPS website for Parent-Teacher conference dates.
Parents with immediate questions about their child’s academic
progress are encouraged to contact the teacher at any time.

Cavett Cares
Be Safe
Be Responsible
Be Respectful
Of Self, Others And Property
Learning Is A Right And A Responsibility




CAVETT ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL RULES & BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

BE SAFE BE RESPECTFUL BE RESPONSIBLE
ARRIVAL . Walk Follow adult directions Arrive on time
¢+ Keep body calm and Give friendly greetings Stayin
materials to yourself grade level area
LUNCHROOM |+  Wak Use inside voice level Use time wisely to eat
o Stayseated with feet Be friendly and (lean up after yourself
on the floor kind with others Use table manners
Follow adult directions
RECESS . Hands and feet to self Include everyone Follow game rules
¢+ Use equipment Show good Stay active
appropriately sportsmanship
. What's on the ground, Follow adult directions
stays on the ground
HALLWAYS |+  Walk Single file-right side (o directly where you
o Eyesforward Silent are supposed to go
. Hands, feet and
materials to self
RESTROOM | * Keep hands and Honor other's privacy Flush, wash hands
feet to self Report problems well and clean up
¢+ Keep water in the sink to adults after yourself
Do your business

quickly and leave




Behavioral Expectations

In order to maintain a positive learning environment for all
students, clear expectations for appropriate behavior are
provided.

Our goal is to reinforce appropriate behaviors and help students
problem solve when the choices they make are not appropriate
for school. Students receive Cardinal Cards for exhibiting safe,
respectful and responsible behavior.

Cavett uses multi-tiered systems of support for behavior
which includes proactive strategies, for defining, teaching, and
supporting appropriate student behaviors to create a positive
school environment.

We know that students will make mistakes during this
developmental time in their lives. Cavett staff helps students
learn how to problem solve and plan actions reflecting good
choices to prevent errors of greater consequence later on in life.

Cavett staff also follow the due process procedures of the
Lincoln Public Schools, which can be found in the LPS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION HANDBOOK. Copies of the LPS
Rights and Responsibilities are available in the school office.

Bullying, fighting/violence, intimidation, profane language and/or
bigoty will all be addressed through intervention, processing and
reteaching. Consequences for these behaviors will be determined
and communicated with families. The possession and/or use of
alcohol, drugs, tobacco and items which are weapons will call for
immediate suspension.




Bullying

If you feel that your child is being bullied by peers, please contact
your child's teacher or a building administrator. All reported
incidences of bullying/unsafe behavior will follow the protocol
outlined in Lincoln Public Schools Board Policy 5482: Anti-Bullying
Policy.

Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged
children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The
behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time.
In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must include:
» Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such
as physical strength, access to embarrassing information,
or popularity—to control or harm others. Power imbalances
can change over time and in different situations, even if they
involve the same people.
 Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have
the potential to happen more than once.
» Hurtful aggressive physical and/or verbal behavior.

Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading
rumors, attacking someone physically or verbally, and excluding
someone from a group on purpose.’

As an added prevention piece, please discuss with your child adults
in the building who they can talk to if they feel that they are being
bullied or are in an unsafe situation. These people may include, but
are not limited to, their teacher, the administrator, school counselor,
school psychologist, school social worker or any other adult in the
building that they have built a positive relationship with.

Students are taught about what bullying looks like and sounds
like, along with how to advocate for themselves through the
District’s Second Step program.

17
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Mental and Behavioral Health
Point of Contact

Your student’s mental health is important to their academic
success. If you have concerns about your student’s mental or
behavioral health, you can contact the social worker at your
student’s school/program. LPS social workers are licensed mental
health practitioners and can help connect you to appropriate
mental health or behavioral supports. Please click on the QR
code below for more information. You may also call 402-436-
1131 and ask for the school social worker.




Student Use of Telephone

If a child is requested to stay after school by a teacher, the student
will call home to inform parents. Only necessary telephone calls
are allowed during or after school. Arrangements to visit friends
should be made at home. During the day, office staff will be

glad to take a message for a child or a teacher. Telephone calls
interrupt instruction and will not be transferred to the classroom
while instruction is taking place.

All messages for students will be delivered at the end of the day.

Cell Phone and Electronic Devices

District policy on cell phones and electronic devices can be found
in the Lincoln Public Schools Important Information Booklet and
can be accessed online at Ips.org.

Lost and Found

Our Lost and Found is located in the multipurpose room. Please
encourage your child to check periodically for lost items. Whenever
possible, label articles of clothing so we can return them. Items
that are not claimed are donated at the end of each semester.

Animals on School Property

For the safety and well-being of students, parents, community
members and staff, pets/personal companion animals are not
allowed to be brought on school grounds when students are
present except in accordance with this regulation. Animals
brought to school as Pet Therapy animals will follow the

Pet Therapy Guidelines and service animals are permitted in
accordance with Policy 3972.



http://lps.org

Cavett P.1.0.

The Cavett PT.0. has two objectives:

» To promote a cooperative relationship between the home
and the school that will benefit the education of all Cavett
students.

 To enable parents and teachers to work together to provide
opportunities for all students to reach their fullest potential
in physical, cognitive, social and personal development.

All parents and teachers at Cavett are considered members

of the PTO and are encouraged to participate in committees,
projects, and programs of the organization. The PTO website is
cavettpto.ptboard.com/home. On the website you can sign up
for the PTO newsletter, read about the committees, check the
calendar of events, and see upcoming events. Come to a meeting
to learn more about the PTO and get involved. Meeting dates
will be announced at the beginning of the year.

=
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2026-2027 Voluntary Supplies List

Traditionally, one of the rituals families participate in as they prepare for the new school year is to
purchase school supplies. In accordance with the Nebraska Constitution and state and federal Law,
Lincoln Public Schools provides a free, public education to all students. This generally means the
district provides the supplies needed for instruction at no cost to students. This includes textbooks,
pencils, erasers, crayons, glue, scissors, paper, notebooks, tissues, etc. For this reason, please do not
send school supplies for your childs individual use at school.

You are NOT required to purchase any of these items, but you may wish to purchase and donate
some items to your child’s classroom. We ask that you do not put your child’s name on any items.
All items purchased will be graciously accepted as a donation to the school and will be shared by

all students within the classroom.

Kindergarten

o Kleenex

+  Hand Sanitizer (80z Size)

. Crayola Marker, Regular
(Classic Colors)

+  Highlighters
(Narrow Chisel Tip, Yellow)

. Ziploc Bags - Snack,
Sandwich, Quart Size

¢ Headphanes for Chromebooks

First Grade

. Kleenex

+  Hand Sanitizer

o (olored Pencils

o (rayola Markers

+  Ticonderoga Pencils

+  Headphones for Chromebooks

Second Grade

o Kleenex

+  Hand Sanitizer

o Clorox Wipes

+  Black Expo Dry Erase Markers
+ Headphones for Chromebooks

Third Grade

Kleenex

Hand Sanitizer

(rayola Markers

(Fine Tip, Classic Colors)
Ticonderoga Pencils

1 Spiral Notebook
Headphones or Earbuds
for Chromebooks

Fourth Grade

Kleenex

Hand Sanitizer

(rayola Markers

(Broad Tip, Classic Colors)
Dry Erase Markers

Ziplock Bags - Snack,
Sandwich, Quart, Gallon size
Earbuds or Headphones for
Chromebooks (Not Wireless)

Fifth Grade

o Kleenex

+  Hand Sanitizer

+  Black Expo Dry Erase Markers

+  Ticonderoga Pencils

* 3 Ring 1-Inch Clear View
Binder

+  Earbuds for Chromebooks

(Not Wireless)
Specialists
. Kleenex

. Hand Sanitizer
o (lorox Wipes

Resource / Special Education
o Kleenex

o Hand Sanitizer

o Clorox Wipes

+ Pocket Folders



Methods of Communication

ParentVue

Parents may access communications, attendance information and
more for their child through ParentVue. A “button” linking you to
ParentVue can be found on our school website.

Information is regularly updated on our website:
cavett.lps.org

Cavett Chirp

The Cavett Chirp contains announcements, information,
school events, etc. Families will receive the school newsletter
electronically each month.

Weekly Communication Folders

Typically, school news will be sent home via Friday folders. Please

return the folder with your child the next school day including any
notes to your child's teacher. General information will be sent with
the oldest child in the family Cavett.

Community News

“Community News” is a newspaper distributed by Lincoln Public
Schools, free to all elementary students the first week of every
month from September through May. “Community News” replaces
most informational flyers and can be used as a guide to community
activities for students. The monthly school lunch menu is included
in each issue of “Community News.”



http://cavett.lps.org

Apptegy

This district-wide communication system sends school and
district emails, texts, and phone calls to families with important
information. Please be sure the school has your updated phone
number and email address.

Facebook

Check out school happenings on our Facebook Page:
facebook.com/CavettElementarySchool



http://facebook.com/CavettElementarySchool
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