
2026 2027

BELMONT ELEMENTARYBELMONT ELEMENTARY

Student Handbook & Calendar

3425 N. 14th Street |  402-436-1124 |  Fax: 402-458-3224  | belmont.lps.org 
Kim Rosenthal, Principal  |  Amy Dixon, Assistant Principal 
Morgan Finley, Special Education Coordinator | Sara Andersson, Assistant Special Education Coordinator
G Belmont Elementary School

http://arnold.lps.org


B



Table of Contents
LPS Student Calendar....................................................... 1
Belmont Staff...................................................................... 2
Welcome............................................................................... 3
Attendance and Tardies.................................................... 4
Important Information Needed...................................... 4
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures................................... 5
Student Meals..................................................................... 6
Lunchroom Procedures..................................................... 6
Parent Involvement........................................................... 8
Student Use of Telephone................................................ 8
Health................................................................................... 8
Methods of Communication..........................................10
Reporting Absences.........................................................12
Make-Up Work...................................................................12
After School Clubs and Activities.................................12
Bullying..............................................................................12
Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy...........17
Belmont School - Parent Compact...............................24
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Arabic: 402-436-1715

Russian: Если вам требуются услуги переводчика пожалуйста позвоните по телефону: 402-436-1942

Español: Por favor llame a este número de teléfono si necesita servicios de intérpretes: 402-436-1938

Vietnamese: Xin vui lòng gọi về số này nếu qúi vị cần có dịch vụ thông dịch: 402-436-1939
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Please Note:
All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in 
these documents are subject to change, based on 
recommendations and directives issued by the 
Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln 
Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or 
other governing body.



LPS Student Calendar 2026-27
Graduation Dates 
Tuesday, May 18, 2027 
Yankee Hill 

Wednesday, May 19, 2027
Independence Academy

Thursday, May 20, 2027 
Bryan Community 

At Pinnacle Bank Arena May 21-23, 2027  
Fri: LHS Sat: LNS, LNW, LSE, LNE Sun: LSW, LSB, EHS

First Day for K, 6, & 9th Grades

First Day for 1-5, 7-8, & 10-12th Grades

Last Day for Students

All Schools Not in Session

Schools Not in Session (Professional Learning/Planning Day)

Quarter Start Dates

Quarter End Dates

Calendar Options for Families: The Lincoln Public Schools 
District understands and appreciates that our community 
has a wide variety of rich and varied religious celebrations 
and observances. In the event families recognize these 
holidays, parents should notify schools. Students will 
be given excused absences and allowed reasonable 
opportunities to make up any schoolwork missed.
Note: Changes to the calendar may occur as a result of 
inclement weather or other circumstances. If sufficient 
school time is lost as a result of calendar changes, 
and it brings the total number of school hours for 
the year below the state minimum requirements, the 
Superintendent will implement a plan for making up this 
time, which may require additional minutes added to the 
day, additional days added to the calendar, days previously 
identified as non-student days re‐scheduled as student 
day, or other appropriate calendar or schedule measures.



Belmont Staff
Principal: Kim Rosenthal(krosent@lps.org)  •  Assistant Principal: Amy Dixon (adixon@lps.org) 

Special Education Coordinator: Morgan Finley (mfinley@lps.org)  •  Assistant Special Education Coordinator: Sara Andersson (sjander@lps.org)

PRESCHOOL  
Hser Blay (hblay@lps.org)���������������������������������� Rm 107
Kelsi Castillo (kander14@lps.org)�������������������� Rm 107
Lindy Dugger (ldugger@lps.org)���������������������� Rm 107
Halle Johnson (hjohns11@lps.org)������������������Rm 113
Sarah Dill (sdill@lps.org)�����������������������������������Rm 113
Barb Vitek (bvitek@lps.org)�������������������������������Rm 113

KINDERGARTEN  
Shelby Brown (sbrow10@lps.org)��������������������Rm 140
Angie Barr (abarr@lps.org)��������������������������������Rm 141
Jessica Navarrete (jnavarre@lps.org)���������������Rm 142
Jamie Ritchey (jritche@lps.org)�������������������������Rm 143
Marlene Madrigal Serrano  
(mmadriga@lps.org)��������������������������������������������Rm 144
Paige Hobson (phobson@lps.org)��������������������Rm 145

GRADE 1  
Isabelle Kowalski (ikowalsk@lps.org)�������������Rm 102
Bridgette Nichols (bnichols@lps.org)��������������Rm 106
Misty Mascarenaz (mmascar@lps.org)������������Rm 112
Bridget Brei (bbrei@lps.org)������������������������������Rm 114
Marika Spencer (mspence2@lps.org)�������������� Rm 117
Jenna Belt (jhilton@lps.org)������������������������������Rm 118

GRADE 2  
Stacie Murphey (smurphe@lps.org)�����������������Rm 203
Branden Ledin (bledin@lps.org)�����������������������Rm 205
Samantha Deterding (sdeterdi@lps.org)��������Rm 206
Jill Shandera (jshande@lps.org)����������������������� Rm 207
Michela Tongish (mtongish@lps.org) �������������Rm 209
Heidi Smutny (hsmutny@lps.org)���������������������Rm 223

GRADE 3  
Connor Hamilton (chamilto@lps.org)�������������� Rm 204
Lu Min (lmin@lps.org)���������������������������������������� Rm 216
Sidney Yant (syant@lps.org)�������������������������������Rm 217
Skyler Struempler (sstruemp@lps.org)����������� Rm 218
Casey Nimmich (cnimmich@lps.org)��������������� Rm 219
Jenna Sorensen (jsorens4@lps.org)����������������� Rm 220
Sydney LaVigne (slavigne@lps.org)����������������� Rm 221

GRADE 4  
Ruqyia Al Ghareeb (ral3@lps.org)�������������������� Rm 211
Jordan Timm (jtimm2@lps.org)������������������������ Rm 300
Harper Case (hcase3@lps.org)�������������������������� Rm 301 
Tressa Casper (ttriplet@lps.org)����������������������� Rm 303
Katie Kovanda (kkovanda@lps.org)����������������� Rm 304
Carla Cardenas (ccardena@lps.org)����������������� Rm 306 

GRADE 5  
Bianca Quintana Quezada  
(bquezada@lps.org)��������������������������������������������� Rm 115
Sarah Kelly (skelly2@lps.org)��������������������������� Rm 116
Isaac Dreifurst (idreifur@lps.org)��������������������� Rm 210
Brad Piper (bpiper@lps.org)������������������������������ Rm 212
Ashley Tallon (atallon@lps.org)������������������������ Rm 213 
Bobbie Ehrlich (bcox@lps.org)�������������������������� Rm 214

ELL (ENGLIGH LANGUAGE LEARNER)  
Alyssa Carlin (acarlin@lps.org)������������������������� Rm 109
Hilary Walker (hwalker@lps.org����������������������� Rm 111
April Brodersen (abroder2@lps.org)�������������������Rm P5
Thomas Busch (tbusch@lps.org)�������������������������Rm P5
Jessica Dubas (jdubas@lps.org)���������������������������Rm P6

INTERVENTIONISTS 
Courtney Anderson (canders4@lps.org)���������� Rm 208
Kris Maul (kmaul@lps.org)��������������������������������� Rm 208 
Paula Rose (prose@lps.org)������������������������������� Rm 208 
Tracie Welstead (twelstea@lps.org)���������������Rm 202C
Tracy Sheppard (tsheppa@lps.org)���������������� Rm 202D

SPECIALISTS   
Cole Harpham (charpham@lps.org)���������������������� Rm 2
Hannah Beach (hbeach@lps.org)�������������������������� Rm 2
Desiree Wilson (dwilson@lps.org)������������������� Rm 101
Morgan Dennhardt (mdennhar@lps.org)�������� Rm 123
Ronda Deabler (rdeable@lps.org)�������������������� Rm 202
David Jensen (djensen@lps.org)�������������������������������TBA
HEALTH OFFICE ����������������������������������������������������� 23010
Sharon Baker (sbaker@lps.org)���������������������� Rm 100N

CLC SUPERVISOR  
TBA������������������������������������������������������������� 402-441-7315

MAIN OFFICE
Trisha Anderson (tanders8@lps.org)������������ Exec. Sec.
Brynn Crabb (bcrabb@lps.org)�������������������������Registrar
Jo Perry (jperry2@lps.org)��������������������������������Secretary

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
Clara Halstead (chalstead@lps.org)����������������� Rm 103
Sophie Habrock (shabrock@lps.org)���������������� Rm 103
Amy Francisco (afranci@lps.org)���������������������� Rm 108

SPECIAL EDUCATION (CONTINUED)
Logan Kirk (lkirk@lps.org)���������������������������������� Rm 200
Ashley Kenyon (akenyon@lps.org)������������������� Rm 201
Hunter Bartels (hbartels@lps.org)������������������� Rm 215
Heylee Richardson (hshields@lps.org)������������ Rm 215 
Gabby Chance (gchance@lps.org)�������������������� Rm 222
Kelsey Coppinger (kcopping@lps.org)������������� Rm 222
Martin Aleman (malemanc@lps.org)��������������� Rm 305
Haley Koch (hkoch2@lps.org)��������������������������� Rm 308

SPEECH  
Claire Conlon (cconlon@lps.org)���������������������� Rm 307
Abbie Vodicka (avodicka@lps.org)������������������� Rm 307

BAND / STRINGS  
Jack Carlson (jcarlso4@lps.org)������������������������ Rm 122
Taylor Cobb (tcobb@lps.org)����������������������������� Rm 122

PSYCHOLOGIST  
Pete Cumming (pcumming@lps.org)��������������� Rm 215

SCHOOL COUNSELOR  
Kelly Robinson (krobinso@lps.org)��������������� Rm 181D

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER 
Rachel Houston (rhouston@lps.org)������������� Rm 181H

MULTICULTURAL ADMISTRATOR
Walter Powell (wpowell2@lps.org)������������������ Rm 302
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Welcome
Dear Student and Families,
Welcome to Belmont Elementary School! This handbook has been prepared for all students and parents/
guardians in hopes that it will be helpful in answering questions you might have about the policies and 
practices of our school. Please carefully review the contents with your child. The “Important Information” 
booklet provided by Lincoln Public Schools also gives critical parent/student information. Note that dates for 
school events are subject to change. If you have questions or concerns regarding these publications, please do 
not hesitate to call the school office at 402-436-1124. 

On behalf of the entire staff, we look forward to working together to make this a productive and successful year 
of learning and growing.
 
Kim Rosenthal 
Principal
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Important Information Needed
Census forms will be completed online through ParentVue. There will be computers available for families to use during Open House. For the safety of your 
child, it is necessary to give the school the name of a person to contact in case you can not be reached. 

It is very important that parents/guardians notify the school of any change in address and/or telephone number. The office must have a current telephone 
number on file in case we must contact you in the event of an emergency.

Attendance and Tardies
Based on School Board Policy (Reg. 5140.1), the school 
may report to the county attorney when a collaborative 
plan involving the school, guardian, and student to reduce 
barriers to improve regular attendance has not been 
successful and the student has accumulated more than 
twenty (20) absences per year. Absence codes that make up 
the excessive absences include:  
IL - Illness  
PA - Parent Acknowledged  
TR - Truant  
MD - Medical (note from physician required)

It is our goal to have every student in school as many 
school days as possible, and to work with parents and 
guardians to help students understand the importance of 
being in school. When a student is absent from class for any 
reason, it becomes more difficult for the student to master 
the content of the course. Therefore, it is important that 
absences be eliminated or kept to a minimum. Equivalent 
experiences for students who miss class are difficult and 
sometimes impossible to recreate. It is the responsibility 
of the student to make up work which has been missed 
because of any absence.  
 
The school staff will support the student’s initiative to make 
up work missed.  

If a student has been gone for an extended amount of time, 
a re-entry meeting might be requested by the school to 
develop a plan for lost learning.

If your child is unable to attend school, a telephone 
call to the school office is required. A note from home is 
appreciated when your child returns to school. An absence 
which neither the parent nor the school condones, or is not 
called in, will be recorded as truancy. This will be subject to 
disciplinary action at the discretion of the school admins.

If a student is absent the equivalent of 10 days, a written 
notice is sent home and a staff member will call home to 
discuss a plan to improve attendance. If a student is absent 
15 days, a notice will be sent home. 

If absences exceed 20 days, a written notice will be sent 
home and an administrator will file a report with the 
Lancaster County Attorney. 

Students are considered tardy if they are not in the building 
at the 8:15 a.m. bell. Excessive tardies may result in a 
meeting with administration or a referral to the county 
attorney.

Creating a  
Sucessful Environment

At Belmont all students will 
meet high academic and 

behavior expectations and will 
be safe. Students are responsible 

to conduct themselves in a 
manner that will create a 

safe learning environment. 
All appropriate behaviors are 
included in Belmont’s three 
guidelines for success. We 

will work together to help our 
children to:

 
Be Safe 

Be Respectful  

Be Responsible
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Arrival and Dismissal Procedures
For the safety of our students, families and staff, please follow these procedure.  
Students may not be at Belmont prior to 7:45 a.m. and should be picked up by 3:00 p.m.

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 
•	The Belmont campus is closed until 7:45 a.m. 

Students arriving for breakfast should not  
arrive before 7:45 a.m., as there is no 
supervision until that time. 

•	Breakfast is served between 7:45-8:00 a.m.  
After students eat breakfast, 1st -5th Grade 
students report to the gym. Kindergarten 
students report to the kindergarten hallway.

•	8:00-8:10 a.m. 1st-5th Grade students not  
eating breakfast will report to the gym. 
Kindergarten students will report to the 
kindergarten hallway. 

•	Playing outside or in the park before school  
is not an option for safety reasons.

•	School begins at 8:15 a.m. After 8:15 a.m. all 
students use the main entrance and must 
check in with the office to be marked tardy 
and receive a slip to enter class. 

•	All parents/adults entering the building  
must first check in the office.

•	Please be prepared to show proper 
identification.

DROP OFF & PICK UP AREAS 
Student Safety is our number one priority. Please 
follow these directives:

•	14th Street Curb Cut Out: Do not park and get out 
of your car at arrival/dismissal. While in the curb 
cut out, pull forward to keep the traffic moving.

•	Judson Street: During arrival and dismissal we 
have a one way traffic flow moving west. There is 
no parking on the south side of Judson Street. 

•	Educare/North Lot: Drop children off in the 
southwest corner of the parking lot and loop 
around the Belmont Swimming Pool Lot. 

•	Manatt Street: You may park on Manatt Street to 
pick up your children.

•	 If you choose to get out of your car to drop off or 
pick up your child(ren), park in the Educare/North 
Lot or Belmont Swimming Pool Lot. Do not park 
your car in 14th Street curb cut out. 

•	When crossing 14th Street, students, parents and/
or families must always use the crosswalk.

•	For the safety of all children, do not double park 
on 14th Street during drop off or pick up.

•	To ensure children do not cross in the street, pick 
up and drop off your child(ren) on the passenger 
side of the vehicle.

•	Making a U-turn on 14th Street is illegal. This is 
very dangerous with oncoming traffic on a very 
busy street. 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
•	Teachers will escort all students to their 

designated exit area at 2:53 p.m.
•	Kindergarten and 1st Grade students will 

dismiss from Door 1 / Front Entrance / 14th 
Street.

•	2nd Grade students will dismiss from Door 
1 and proceed to slanted sidewalk.

•	3rd Grade students will dismiss from Door 6 
on Judson Street.

•	4th Grade will exit through Door 4. 
•	5th Grade will exit through Door 5.
•	We ask to not park in the Educare/North Lot 

and wait for your children in the parking lot.
•	You may park in the Belmont Swimming 

Pool Lot and have your child(ren) meet you 
there. 

•	All students must go directly home, to 
daycare, or to a school sanctioned activity 
after dismissal.

LATE PICK-UP 
All children not picked up by 3:00 p.m. will be brought into the building. Parents will be contacted by phone. If we cannot reach a parent or students are 
not picked up by 3:15, emergency contacts will be called and/or law enforcement could be contacted.
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Student Meals
Students have the choice of selecting a cold breakfast (ex: 
cereal and mini breakfast bar) or hot breakfast (ex: breakfast 
pizza) plus receive 100% fruit juice, low fat milk and optional 
½ C serving of fruit. A school lunch consists of a choice of two 
or more hot entree options, chef salad or meatless entrée plus 
a salad, vegetable, fruit and milk.  

A carton of cow’s milk is 60 cents. 
An Adult/Non-Student Lunch is $4.80.

SCHEDULE
Grade Recess Lunch Time

Kindergarten 9:55 - 10:15 10:45 - 11:15

1st Grade 10:55 - 11:15 11:15 - 11:40

2nd Grade 11:20 - 11:40 11:40 - 12:05

3rd Grade 11:45 - 12:05 12:05 - 12:30

4th Grade 12:10 - 12:30 12:30 - 12:55

5th Grade 12:35 - 12:55 12:55 - 1:20

Lunchroom Procedures
Free/Reduced Lunch and Breakfast
Our school qualifies for a special USDA program (Community Eligibility 
Provision) that allows every student who attends Belmont Elementary to 
receive school meals at no charge during the 2026-2027 school year.

What does this mean?
•	 If your child switches schools, you will be encouraged to complete the 

Free and Reduced Meal application on our website to continue receiving 
benefits.

•	 If you have children enrolled at other LPS schools, they do not qualify for 
this program and therefore you will need to complete a Free and Reduced 
Meal application.

•	Please note that extras such as milk for a sack lunch from home or second 
servings will be charged at regular prices.

Parents are welcome to join their child for lunch. If you choose to bring lunch 
to school, you should not share food with any other student(s).

Visitors
Visitors in the building will follow district procedures. Parents/guardians and 
community members are encouraged to visit school. Children not enrolled at 
Belmont may not visit unless accompanied by an adult. It is recommended 
that visitors limit their visit to 20 minutes. When visitors do come to school, 
we ask that they check in with the office and wear the name tag provided to 
them. Please be prepared to show proper identification. Wearing this name 
tag will assure all staff that approval has been given by the office to visit. 
Visitors in the building will follow district procedures, and that includes no 
cell phone use, hats, or hoodies up.

Please schedule a classroom visit with the classroom teacher. You are always 
welcome to join your child at lunch. Parents/guardians must contact the office 
if students will be having a lunch guest other than the legal guardian. We will 
ask visitors to follow the same cell phone guidelines as our students.

6



August  2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 Please join us each month at our School, Neighborhood, Activity Council.  
 A lite meal is served at 5:00 p.m, with the meeting going from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Help us plan events to benefit the entire Belmont Community!

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10
 Open House 
 
 1st Quarter Clubs 
 Registration  
 Sent Home

11
 Food Market 
 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

12 13 14 15

16 17
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

18
 First Day of Preschool

19
 Club Registrations 
 Due

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28
 Club Confirmations 
 Sent Home

29

30 31
 1st Day of 
 1st Quarter Clubs

First Day for 
K, 6, and 9th 
Grades

First Day for  
1-5, 7-8 and  
10-12th Grades

Important Dates 
 
Monday, August 10th 
Open House 
1st Quarter Clubs 
Registration Sent Home 
 
Tuesday, August 11th
Food Market 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, August 12th 
First Day for 
K, 6, and 9th Grades 
 
Thursday, August 13th 
First Day for  
1-5, 7-8 and 10-12th Grades 
 
Monday, August 17th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 18th 
First Day of Preschool 
 
Wednesday, August 19th 
Club Registrations Due 
 
Friday, August 28th 
Club Confirmations 
Sent Home 

Monday, August 31st 
1st Day of 
1st Quarter Clubs

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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Parent Involvement
At Belmont, staff appreciates and welcomes parent 
involvement. There are a variety of ways for parents to be 
involved. Students will have homework each night, parents 
can support their child by making sure they complete it. 
Throughout the school year we will have a variety of family 
engagement activities, School Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (SNAC) meetings, and other opportunities for 
students to showcase their work. We encourage you to 
participate in these events! Watch for more information in 
our newsletter and from the CLC!

Student Use of Telephone
Students will be permitted to call home regarding school 
matters after getting permission from the classroom 
teacher. Calls by students must be kept to a minimum, 
as there are a very limited number of phone lines in and 
out of school. Students are asked to make arrangements 
for participating in after-school activities or going home 
with a friend before arriving at school. Please keep your 
student's daily plan consistent, so they are not confused 
about where they need to be. The office will not send 
phone calls into classrooms during instruction.

Health
Parents, please find important health information regarding 
school on www.lps.org homepage, titled "Important 
Information Booklet". 

Health Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 2:53 p.m.

Exclusion for Health Reasons
•	Temperature of 100 degrees or higher.
•	Undiagnosed rash/skin lesion (exception: if student is taken to physician, he/

she may be readmitted with the doctor's written permission stating the rash 
is not contagious).

•	Other conditions which may warrant a student being sent home include: 
inflamed red eyes or drainage; vomiting; diarrhea; persistent cough; earache 
or drainage from ear; questionable illness' injury which may require medical 
evaluation; sore that appears infected/draining.

Health Information
Please notify the Health Office of any important health related information you 
feel is important for your child's success/safety in the classroom.

Absences
If your child is absent 3 or more days due to communicable disease, or if injured, 
the student should be readmitted through the Health Office. In questionable 
cases, a statement from the physician may be requested by the school nurse.

Student Medications
Health office personnel can administer medication to a student with a doctor's 
written prescription and signed permission from the student's parent or 
guardian. Medication must be brought to school in the prescription container 
with a label stating the student's name, physician's name, and directions for 
administering the medication. Over-the-counter medication will be given with a 
written order from the doctor. Cough drops are considered medications but can 
be administered with only signed parent permission. School-provided Formulary 
medication (ibuprofen or acetaminophen) can be administered to students with 
signed parent permission.

Health Forms
Blank copies of health forms including action plans, formulary consents, 
medication consents can be found at www.lps.org and search "Health Services".
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September  2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4
 Cougar Pride

5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

15 16 17
 Family Engagement 
 Event 

18
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip 
 
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

19

20 21
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip

22 
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip

23
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip

24
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip

25
 4th Grade: 
 Cunningham Field Trip

26

27 28 29
 Picture Day!

30

SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, September 4th 
Cougar Pride 
 
Monday, September 7th -  
Tuesday, September 8th 
Schools Closed
 
Monday, September 14th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, September 17th 
Family Engagement Event 
 
Friday, September 18th 
4th Grade: 
Cunningham Field Trip 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, September 21st -  
Friday, September 25th 
4th Grade: 
Cunningham Field Trip 
 
Tuesday, September 29th 
Picture Day! 

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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Methods of Communication
Communicating Student Progress 
Report Cards & Parent-Teacher Conferences
Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled twice a year. Please consult the 
Belmont School Calendar for Parent-Teacher conference dates. Parents with 
immediate questions about their child’s academic progress are encouraged 
to contact the teacher at any time. 

Contacting Your Child's Teacher
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to call their child's classroom teacher 
to arrange for conferences or when questions arise that can be handled 
with a brief discussion. The best time to reach a teacher by phone is 
before the student day begins or after school. During instructional time, 
phone messages will be taken for teachers. For involved problems such as 
student evaluation, curriculum concerns, and school policy, a parent-teacher 
conference rather than a conversation by telephone is encouraged. 

School Newsletter
The Belmont Newsletter contains announcements, information, school 
events, etc. This newsletter is sent monthly through School Messenger and 
Friday Folders.

Weekly Communication Folders
Typically, school news will be sent home via Friday Folders for kindergarten 
and 1st grade and binders for 2nd through 5th grade. Please return the 
folder the next day including any notes to your child's teacher. General 
information will be sent with the oldest child in the family attending 
Belmont School.

School Website
Information is regularly updated on our website: belmont.LPS.org

School Facebook
Check out school happenings on our Facebook Page! 
"Like" us at www.facebook.com/belmontcougars

Academic Achievement 
Academic achievement based on district curriculum standards and 
work/study habits will be reported on the report card. Report cards 
can be viewed on ParentVue.

Communication 
A monthly newsletter is sent home by the principal. An electronic 
version is available to parents who provide their email address 
to the Belmont office. Classroom teachers will send home regular 
communication to inform parents of current curriculum studies, 
upcoming events, classroom events, etc

Community News
"Community News" is a newspaper distributed by Lincoln Public 
Schools, free to all elementary students the first week of every 
month from September through May. "Community News" replaces 
most informational flyers and can be used as a guide to community 
activities for students. The monthly school lunch menu is included 
in each issue of "Community News."

School Messenger
The district-wide communication system sends school and 
district emails, texts, and phone calls to families with important 
information. Please be sure the school has your updated phone 
number and email address.

ParentVue
Parents may access communications, attendance information, 
report cards, and more for their child through ParentVue. A "button" 
linking you to ParentVue can be found on your school website.
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October  2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
 Cougar Pride 
 
 Last Day of  
 1st Quarter Clubs 
 
 2nd Quarter Clubs 
 Registration 
 Sent Home

3

4 5 6
 Parent / Teacher 
 Conferences 
 3:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Health Screenings

7
 Health Screenings

8
 Parent / Teacher 
 Conferences 
 3:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

9
 2nd Quarter Clubs 
 Registration Due

10

11 12
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

13 14
 Last Day of  
 1st Quarter

15 16 17

18 19 20
 First Day of  
 2nd Quarter

21 22
 2nd Quarter Clubs 
 Confirmation 
 Sent Home

23
 Food Market  
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

24

25
 Trunk or Treat

26
 1st Day of  
 2nd Quarter Clubs

27 28 29
 Report Cards Available 
 on ParentVue

30 31

SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED

SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, October 2nd 
Cougar Pride
Last Day of 1st Quarter Clubs
2nd Quarter Clubs 
Registration Sent Home

Tuesday, October 6th  
& Thursday, October 8th 
Parent / Teacher Conferences
3:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, October 6th  
- Wednesday, October 7th 
Health Screenings 
 
Friday, October 9th 
2nd Quarter Clubs 
Registration Due 
 
Monday, October 12th 
SNAC Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, October 14th 
Last Day of 1st Quarter 
 
Thursday, October 15th  
- Monday, October 19th 
Schools Closed 
 
Tuesday, October 20th 
First Day of 2nd Quarter 
 
Thursday, October 22nd 
2nd Quarter Clubs 
Confirmation Send Home 
 
Friday, October 23rd 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, October 25th 
Trunk or Treat 
 
Monday, October 26th 
1st Day of 2nd Quarter Clubs 
 
Thursday, October 29th 
Report Cards Available 
on ParentVue  

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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Reporting Absences
If your child is unable to attend school, call the office at 402-436-1124 by 
8:30 a.m. If the school has not been notified, a call will be made to your 
home or work. If you can not be reached, emergency contacts will be called.

Make-Up Work
We appreciate parent/guardians’ conscientious regard for picking up 
homework for their child.

•	 If your child will be absent only one day, work may be made up or taken 
home upon return to school.

•	 If your child will be absent for an extended period of time, please contact 
the classroom teacher to plan for completion of work and notify the office.

Please call the school in the morning to request homework to be picked up 
after school.

After School Clubs and Activities
Throughout the school year, a variety of interest clubs and activities are 
offered to our students. Club and registration information will be sent home 
with students, additional activities available to students (some for only 
designated grade levels) include: chorus, band and orchestra.

Mental and Behavioral  
Health Point of Contact

Your student’s mental health is important to their 
academic success. If you have concerns about your 

student’s mental or behavioral health, you can 
contact the social worker at your student’s school/
program. LPS social workers are licensed mental 
health practitioners and can help connect you to 

appropriate mental health or behavioral supports.

Bullying
If you feel that your child is being bullied by peers, please contact 
your child’s teacher or building Adminstration. All reported 
incidences of bullying/unsafe behavior will follow the protocol 
outlined in Lincoln Public Schools Board Policy 5482: Anti-Bullying 
Policy.

Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged 
children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The 
behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time.

In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must include:
•	 Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such 

as physical strength, access to embarrassing information, 
or popularity—to control or harm others. Power imbalances 
can change over time and in different situations, even if they 
involve the same people.

•	Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have 
the potential to happen more than once.

•	Hurtful aggressive physical and/or verbal behavior.

Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading 
rumors, attacking someone physically or verbally, and excluding 
someone from a group on purpose.

As an added prevention piece, please discuss with your child adults 
in the building who they can talk to if they feel that they are being 
bullied or are in an unsafe situation. These people may include, but 
are not limited to, their teacher, the administrator, school counselor, 
school psychologist, school social worker or any other adult in the 
building that they have built a positive relationship with. 

Students are taught about what bullying looks like and sounds 
like, along with how to advocate for themselves through the 
District’s Second Step program. 
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November  2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
 Cougar Pride

7

8 9
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

10
 Picture Retake Day

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18
 Family Engagement 
 Night - Literacy

19 20
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED

SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, November 6th 
Cougar Pride 
 
Monday, November 9th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, November 10th 
Picture Retake Day 
 
Wednesday, November 18th 
Family Engagement Night - 
Literacy 
 
Friday, November 20th 
Food Market
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, November 25th 
- Monday, November 30th 
Schools Closed

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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At Belmont Elementary School... 

It's never okay to be disruptive! 

It's never okay to be hurtful! 

It's always okay to do your best and ask for help! 

It's always okay to be kind and helpful!
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December 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4
 Cougar Pide

5

6 7
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

8 9 10 11
 3rd Quarter Clubs 
 Registration  
 Sent Home 
 
 No Preschool

12

13 14 15 16 17 18
 Food Market  
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
 Last Day of  
 2nd Quarter Clubs 
 
 3rd Quarter Clubs 
 Registration Due

19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

Important Dates 
Friday, December 4th 
Cougar Pride
 
Monday, December 7th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, December 11th 
3rd Quarter Clubs 
Registration Sent Home
No Preschool 
 
Friday, December 18th 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Last Day of  
2nd Quarter Clubs 
3rd Quarter Clubs 
Registration Due 
 
Wednesday, December 23rd 
- Thursday, December 31st 
Schools Closed 

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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January 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

3 4 5
 First Day of  
 3rd Quarter

6
 3rd Quarter Clubs 
 Confirmations 
 Sent Home

7 8
 Cougar Pride

9

10 11
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. 
 
 1st Day of  
 3rd Quarter Clubs

12 13 14 15
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
 Report Cards Available 
 on ParentVue

16

17 18 19
 No Preschool 

20
 Family Engagement  
 Event

21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED
WINTER BREAK

SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, January 1st 
- Monday, January 4th 
Schools Closed 
 
Tuesday, January 5th 
First Day of 3rd Quarter 
 
Wednesday, January 6th 
3rd Quarter Clubs 
Confirmations Sent Home
 
Friday, January 8th 
Cougar Pride
 
Monday, January 11th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
1st Day of  
3rd Quarter Clubs 
 
Friday, January 15th 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Report Cards Available 
on ParentVue 
 
Monday, January 18th 
Schools Closed

Tuesday, January 19th 
No Preschool 
 
Wednesday, January 20th 
Family Engagement Event

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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BELMONT ELEMENTARY

Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy
Belmont intends to follow the Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy guidelines in accordance with federal law,  

Section 1116(a -f ) ESSA, (Every Student Succeeds Act) of 2015. 

In General,
Belmont shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family 
engagement policy, agreed on by such parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements. Parents shall be notified of the 
policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent, practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. The policy 
shall be made available to the local community and updated to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.

Specifically,
•	Belmont shall provide opportunities for the participation of parents and family members including those with migratory children, limited 

English proficiency, or have disabilities. Parent shall be notified of this Parent and Family Engagement Policy, information related to school 
and parent programs, meetings, and other activities in an understandable and uniform format and to the extent practicable provided in a 
language the parents can understand;

•	Belmont shall convene an annual parent meeting scheduled at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be 
invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of Belmont’s participation under this part and to explain the requirements of this part, 
and the right of the parents to be involved; 

•	Belmont shall involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of this Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy;

•	Belmont shall provide opportunities for parents and family members to participate in decisions relating to the education of their children. 
Belmont shall provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities;

•	Belmont shall provide parents of participating children timely information about programs under this part, a description and explanation of 
the curriculum in use, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress and the achievement levels of the challenging 
State academic standards. Belmont will provide assistance, opportunities, and/or materials and training to help parents work with their 
children to improve their children’s academic achievement in a format, and when feasible, in a language the parents and family members can 
understand;  

•	Belmont shall educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, with the assistance of 
parents in the value and utility of contributions of parents, how to reach out to, communicate with and work with parents as equal partners;

•	Belmont shall coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State and local programs, including 
preschool programs that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.
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February 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5
 Cougar Pride

6

7 8
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

20

21 22 23 24 25 26
 Last Day of  
 3rd Quarter Clubs 
 
 4th Quarter Clubs 
 Registration  
 Sent Home

27

28

SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, February 5th 
Cougar Pride
 
Monday, February 8th 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m.  
 
Monday, February 15th 
Schools Closed 
 
Friday, February 19th 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, February 26th 
Last Day of 3rd Quarter Clubs 
4th Quarter Clubs  
Registration Sent Home

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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March 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
 Parent / Teacher 
 Conferences 
 3:45 pm. - 7:00 p.m.

3 4
 Parent / Teacher 
 Conferences 
 3:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

5
 Cougar Pride 
 
 4th Quarter Clubs 
 Registration Due 
 
 Last Day of  
 3rd Quarter

6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15
 First Day of 
 4th Quarter 
 
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

16 17
 4th Quarter Clubs 
 Confirmation 
 Sent Home

18 19
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

20

21 22
 1st Day of  
 4th Quarter Clubs

23 24 25
 Report Cards Available 
 on ParentVue

26 27

28 29 30 31

SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Tuesday, March 2nd
& Thursday, March 4th 
Parent / Teacher
Conferences 
3:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 5th 
Cougar Pride
4th Quarter Clubs 
Registration Due 
Last Day of 3rd Quarter 
 
Monday, March 8th 
- Friday, March 12th 
Schools Closed
 
Monday, March 15th 
First Day of 4th Quarter 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, March 17th
4th Quarter Clubs 
Confirmation Sent Home 
 
Friday, March 19th 
Food Market 
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, March 22nd 
1st Day of  
4th Quarter Clubs 
 
Thursday, March 25th 
Report Cards Available 
on ParentVue

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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April 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
 Cougar Pride

3

4 5 6 7
 Family Engagement 
 Night

8 9 10

11 12
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

13 14 15 16
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29
 Last Day of
 4th Quarter Clubs

30

SCHOOLS CLOSED

SCHOOLS CLOSED

Important Dates 
Friday, April 2nd 
Cougar Pride 
 
Monday, April 5th 
Schools Closed 
 
Wednesday, April 7th 
Family Engagement Night 
 
Monday, April 12th
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, April 16th 
Food Market
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, April 29th 
Last Day of  
4th Quarter Clubs 
 
Friday, April 30th 
Schools Closed

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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May 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 
 

 Have a fantastic summer! 
Be watching for information about summer community events!

1

2 3
 SNAC Meeting 
 5:00 p.m.

4 5 6 7
 Cougar Pride

8

9 10 11
Student Showcase

12 13 14
 Food Market 
 2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

15

16 17 18 19 20
 5th Grade Promotion

21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Last Day 
of School

Important Dates 
Monday, May 3rd 
SNAC Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, May 7th 
Cougar Pride 
 
Tuesday, May 11th 
Student Showcase 
 
Friday, May 14th 
Food Market
2:53 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, May 20th 
Last Day of School
5th Grade Promotion

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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June 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Important Dates 

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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July 2027
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Important Dates 

All procedures, guidelines and dates outlined in this document are subject to change, based on recommendations and directives 
issued by the Nebraska Department of Education, the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), or other governing body.
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2026 - 2027 SCHOOL YEAR

Belmont School - Parent Compact
This Title I School-Parent Compact has been jointly developed with parents and outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will 
share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a 
partnership to help children achieve the State’s high academic standards. Updated May of 2024 with the SNAC.

Teacher/School:
It is important that students achieve. I agree to do the following:

1.	 Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive 
and effective learning environment to enable children to meet the 
challenging state academic standards.

2.	 Regularly communicate with parents on their child’s progress. 
3.	 Demonstrate professional behavior and positive attitude.
4.	 Have high expectations for all students.
5.	 Provide opportunities for families to be engaged in the school 

community.
 
Teacher Signature ________________________________________________ 

Parent / Caring Adult: 
I want my child to achieve; therefore I will encourage him/her by doing 
the following:

1.	 Communicate and work with teachers and school staff on an 
ongoing basis to be involved and support my child’s learning.

2.	 Support your child’s learning--volunteer in their classroom; 
participate, as appropriate, in decisions related to their education, 
guide positive use of extracurricular time.

3.	 Make sure my child is at school every day and on time, unless he/
she is ill.

4.	 Provide a quiet place and time to do schoolwork and encourage my 
child to complete schoolwork.

5.	 Participate (in person or on the phone) in parent/teacher 
conferences and school meetings about my student.  

Parent Signature _____________________________________________ 

Student:
I know my education is important to me. It is important that I work to 
the best of my ability. I agree to do the following:

1.	 Be at school every day and on time unless I am sick.
2.	 Come to school each day prepared with supplies and an attitude to 

learn.
3.	 Be responsible for my own behavior.
4.	 Respect and cooperate with other students and adults.
5.	 Return completed school work on time.
6.	 Show high effort and follow The Belmont Way. 

Student Signature _______________________________________________
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Barbara Baier 
John Goodwin
Marilyn Johnson-Farr
Mara Krivohlavek

Annie Mumgaard
Bob Rauner
Piyush Srivastav
John Skretta, Superintendent

The Lincoln Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disability, age, 
pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition, genetic information, citizenship status or economic status in its programs, activities and employment.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

5905 O Street • Lincoln, NE 68510
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